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27. PRES. HEBER J. GRANT HOME. 

This two-story Victorian Eclectic house 

was built c. 1904 for Heber J. Grant, the 7th 

president of the LDS church and the first 

president born in Utah. He played an 

important role in the development of the 

church in early Utah. Grant also had a 

pervasive influence on Utah’s business 

community. He was involved in various 

enterprises including several insurance companies, a livery 

stable, a leading Salt Lake City newspaper, a bank, the famed 

Salt Lake Theater, and the Utah Sugar Company. 

28. OLD SALT LAKE CITY LIBRARY (Hansen 

Planetarium, O.C. Tanner, 15 S. State): This 1905 structure 

housed the territory's 1,000 volume library funded by the U.S. 

Congress. The city library was open one day per week. The O.C. 

Tanner Co. has restored the lovely Beaux Arts cream puff that 

lay unoccupied and dark for more than five years after its life as 

the Hansen Planetarium ended in 2002. Salt Lake City is 

fortunate that a company and family would lavish $25 million to 

restore a former public landmark and put it to a private use that 

preserves its historic place in the cityscape. Glass windows in 

the rear reflect Plato’s principles of knowledge (library), beauty 

(O.C. Tanner), and truth (cosmos). 
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29. SOCIAL HALL: 

Beneath the glass frame, 

which is the size and 

shape of the original 

structure, are the stone 

foundation walls of the 

first theater west of the 

Missouri River. There is 

also a small historical 

exhibit showing 

construction tools, 

building techniques, and 

old photographs. Built in 

1852, this Greek Revival 

playhouse seated about 

350. Tickets were 

purchased with gold dust, tithing scrip, and produce. City dances were held here and the entrance fees 

included a discount for additional wives. 

The hall later housed the Latter-day Saint College, which evolved into the LDS Business College now 

located on South Temple. The hall was razed in 1922 as part of a $1 million commercial project featuring 

twenty-five automobile garages, showrooms, and workshops, which lined “Motor Avenue” through the 

1950s. Automobile advertisements can still be seen painted on surrounding brick structures. (Old Deseret 

Village at This is the Place State Park has a replica of this building in use today.) 

Clara Decker, Brigham's fourth polygamous wife and the one who came west with him in 1847, lived in 

a cottage just to the north where the Belvedere Apartments are now located. 
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Harmon’s grocery now occupies Truman O. Angell’s property. Jake and Irene Harmon, opened a fruit 

stand in 1932. Later, they moved to Granger (now West Valley City) in 1945 and opened an actual store, 

but refused to advertise in newspapers because of cost. After a disastrous fire in 1971, the business was 

rebuilt and attitudes changed. The 80-year-old company now owns 16 grocery outlets from Ogden to St. 

George. The one at this location is the largest and most diverse. 

Founder Jake Harmon is a brother to Pete Harman, the first Kentucky Fried Chicken franchisee who 

helped Colonel Sanders build his recipe into a worldwide brand. Yet, the two spell their names 

differently. Pete Harman has told the story that Jake ordered an expensive sign for his new store. When it 

arrived, the name was misspelled, and the cost to correct it was prohibitive. It seemed easier to change the 

name than the sign. " Another version is that Jake and Irene's marriage license was spelled with an 'o' 

instead of an 'a,' and it was going to cost a lot to correct it."  

"So that tells you something about who my grandfather was," Bob Harmon said, noting that when he was 

starting out in business, the country was struggling through the Depression era, and money was tight. 

"Family name meant a great deal to him, but at the end of the day, he was trying to make a go of it, and it 

was important to get his business started." 
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About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen Research 1871-2 (County Records) 
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30. City Hall. City Hall replaced the Council House for city government. This building was completed in 

1866 and served as city hall and territorial capitol until 1894. It was designed by William Folsom (Salt 

Lake Theater, Gardo House, Manti Temple). The 60-foot square building dismantled, coded, and moved 

block by block in 1962 to its present location across from the State Capitol. When women became 

enfranchised in 1870, women rang the bell in the belfry and hung over the balustrade shouting, "We have 

the vote! 

The Wallace F. Bennett Federal Building now occupies this location. 
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About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen 

Research 
1871-2 (County Records) 
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31. OLD SALT LAKE THEATER LOCATION (northwest corner of 100 South and State Streets): 

This structure was added to the city when it became obvious that the Social Hall was much too small to 

handle theater goers. E.L.T. Harrison was the architect. William Folsom, designed the interior of the 

stately theater, using the Drury Lane Theatre in London as a model.  

At the site where the D&RG Railroad Depot now stands, workers mixed clay from Salt Lake's east 

benches with straw and gravel to form bricks. Pine beams were dragged from Cottonwood Canyon, and 

iron was scavenged from the wreckage of government wagons on the Wyoming desert to make nails. 

Hiram Clawson bought some $40,000 worth of building materials from Camp Floyd for a tenth of the 

original cost. Most every local family could boast some contribution to the theater's construction. 

Completed in 1862 at a cost of about $100,000 the theater had seats for about 1,500 persons, more than 4 

times the capacity of the Social Hall. Like the Tabernacle, the bell-shaped interior created an echo which 

had to be corrected-in this case with a flat ceiling. Folsom, like Angell, had no formal architectural 

training. (Both were also father-in-laws to Brigham Young.) The theater was the largest building in town 

at 80 by 144 feet. Three posts on either side of the stage each held three large kerosene lamps to 

illuminate the performance area, and 385 oil lamps blazed away in the hall. Stoves placed around the 

perimeter of the seating provided heat. Gas was installed in 1872 and electricity in the 1890s. 

Among those who had their moment in the Salt Lake Theater spotlight were P.T. Barnum, Billie Burke, 

Buffalo Bill Cody, Franny Davenport, Eddie Foy, Al Jolson, Edwin Booth, Lillian Russell, Oscar Wilde, 

and all of the Barrymores, including Ethel, John, Lionel, and Drew. The most famous local product was 

the beautiful, but enigmatic Maude Adams, the subject of the movie, “Somewhere in Time.” 

Like the Social Hall, entrance was paid in grain, eggs, and even needlework. Parents were discouraged 

from bringing babies, but when simple discouragement did not work, operators put up a sign that was 

more direct. “Babies in arms ten dollars extra.” A front row-center rocking chair was reserved for 

Brigham Young. He once said: “A people need amusement as well as religion. “The theater was always 

popular but wasn't financially solvent. At one juncture, it was saved only by the fact that its competition, 

the Walker Opera House, burned to the ground. Church President, Heber J. Grant pumped $10,000 of his 

own money into keeping it going as a place of wholesome entertainment, but it was a lost cause.  
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1870s 

 

 

32. FEDERAL RESERVE BANK of San Francisco, Salt 

Lake City Branch (SW corner, State & 100 South): There 

are 12 Federal Reserve Banks with 24 branches in the U.S. 

There are 4 branches connected with the San Francisco Bank. 

The bank branch was first located in the Deseret National 

Bank (Hooper & Eldredge corner), then on the Gardo House 

property and finally here. 
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Wrote Alma 

Elizabeth Mineer 

of Salt Lake City in 

the 1870s, "I would 

get out early in the 

morning and wade 

through slush, mud 

and snow, 

sometimes up to 

my knees, to get to 

work at eight 

o'clock, and then 

would walk back 

home again at night 

in all kinds of 

weather after 

finishing my work 

for the day at six or 

seven at night. 

Sometimes I would 

have to walk as far 

as fourteen of our long blocks to get to work. There was a ditch between the sidewalk and the street, and 

the snow melted into the ditch. The ditches were also fed from City Creek and sometimes there were fish 

swimming down the street. When we drove along in a wagon or a carriage, it would frequently mire right 

down to the hubs of the wheels, and crossing the streets in the intersections was terrible." 

  

 
Plum Alley 

 
Looking southeast from the Godbe building 
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About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen 

Research 
1871-2 (County Records) 

 
 

 

 

  

Notice the commercial development in 20 years 
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33. UTAH COMMERCIAL & SAVINGS BANK.  

This Brownstone was built as the Utah 

Commercial and Savings Bank building in 1890. 

It is "one of the rare examples of Richardsonian 

Romanesque architecture in the state of Utah," 

according to the Heritage Foundation. [The best 

example is the city/county building, built in 

1893.) 

The structure is one of the state's oldest bank 

buildings that remains in nearly original 

condition, with each of its floors custom 

designed and with leaf and basket weave designs 

intricately carved into its red sandstone exterior. 

Added to the National Register of Historic Place 

in 1975, the Brownstone has been the 

headquarters of the Saltair Railroad Co., the 

Village Brownstone Clothier and the Utah 

Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.  

Bill Campbell, who owns the building, has 

signed a preservation easement with the Utah 

Heritage Foundation. The legal agreement will 

keep the building in its current condition or 

better. The building is home to a restaurant, a 

sushi bar and private offices. 
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34. HOOPER AND ELDREDGE BANK (Now Wells Fargo 

Bank). On the northeast corner Hooper and Williams Mercantile 

appeared, later Hooper and Eldredge bank. A replica is located at 

This is the Place Heritage Park. In 1871 it became the Bank of 

Deseret and the next year Deseret National Bank. It became First 

Security Bank in 1932. It was sold to Wells Fargo in 2000 to 

prevent a takeover by Zions Bancorp. The present building was 

erected in 1919.  
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35. WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH (about 81 South Main 

Street, north wall was 1/4 of a block from First South): The 

impending Civil War was a major impetus to speed completion of the 

telegraph from coast to coast. Crews worked frantically from Carson 

City, Nevada, on the west and Omaha, Nebraska, on the east. They 

met in Salt Lake City, October 18, 1861, where the last pole was set 

in front of this office. Wires were linked October 24 and the first message sent read: “Utah has not 

seceded but is firm for the Constitution and laws of our once happy country.” 

Deseret Telegraph: This Church-owned enterprise was organized April 10, 1865. The key and operator 

were next to Brigham Young's office in the Beehive House. On January 15, 1867, the line was open to St. 

George. Three years later, the northern line to Franklin, Idaho, was open. By 1871, more than 600 miles 

of line were in operation and materials had been purchased for an additional 400 miles of line. Young 

girls and others were trained as operators. If there was no money to pay the operators, they served as part 

of a church calling or mission. One of these young female operators met and married Alfred McCune (of 

McCune mansion fame). Cove Fort has a Deseret Telegraph substation exhibit. 

Telephone: On March 7, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell was granted his first patent. Ogden City had the 

first telephone lines in the Utah Territory. Salt Lake soon followed with the first telephone conversation 

March 1, 1879. The first successful system went on line in April 1881. The central office was in the same 

building where Western Union Telegraph sent its first message 20 years earlier in 1861. In 1895, the 

company moved into a three-story building on State Street, its home for many years. On January 1, 1882, 

there were 25 subscribers and 6 employees. Rates were about $3 per month. By 1890, the numbers had 

grown to 506 subscribers and 13 employees, and in 1911, 13,048 Salt Lakers were enjoying telephone 

service. On July 18, 1914, the last pole was set on the Utah/Nevada border near Wendover and long- 

distance telephone calls were now possible from New York and San Francisco. Making the first call was 

Bell in New York calling his one-time assistant, Watson, in San Francisco. His words: “Come here, I 

want you.” Watson replied: “Mr. Bell, I can't. I'm too far away. 
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36. BISHOP EDWARD HUNTER. Edward Hunter (1793 – 1883) was born in 

Newtown, Pennsylvania and was the third Presiding Bishop of the Church from 

1851 until his death. He served as Presiding Bishop longer than any other person 

in the history of the LDS Church. Hunter was engaged in the mercantile 

business near Philadelphia from 1816 to 1822 and was married to Ann Standley 

in 1830. He served in the US Cavalry for seven years and as Delaware County 

commissioner for three years. 

Hunter converted to Mormonism in 1840, and served as Bishop of the Nauvoo 

5th ward from 1844 to 1846, then migrated to Utah in 1847 and served as the 

Bishop of the Salt Lake City 13th Ward from 1849 to 1854. He was called as 

Presiding Bishop by Church President Brigham Young in 1851. Young and 

Heber C. Kimball served as Hunter's informal counselors for more than five 

years until Hunter formally called Leonard W. Hardy and Jesse C. Little to these positions. As president 

of the Church's Aaronic priesthood, Hunter laid the southwest cornerstone of the Salt Lake Temple on 

April 6, 1853. 

 

37. JEDEDIAH M. GRANT. Jedediah Morgan Grant (1816 – 1856) was born 

in Windsor, New York. He was baptized into the Church at the age of 17. By 

the age of 18 he had participated in Zion's Camp, marching from Kirtland, 

Ohio to Missouri under the direction of Joseph Smith. 

a leader and an apostle of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

(LDS Church). He was member of the First Council of the Seventy from 1845 

to 1854. He also served in the First Presidency under Church President 

Brigham Young from 1854 to 1856. He is known for his fiery speeches during 

the Reformation of 1856, earning the nickname, "Brigham's Sledgehammer". 

He is the father of Heber J. Grant, who later served as President of the Church. 

Grant was among the first Latter-day Saint missionaries to go to Maryland, 

North Carolina, and the present boundaries of Virginia. After Joseph Smith's 

death, Jedediah was called to serve as a President of the Seventy, helping with the trek westwards and the 

settling of the Salt Lake Valley. He would later become the first mayor of Salt Lake City, Utah, serving in 

that position from 1851 until his death. Morgan County, Utah and Morgan, Utah are both named for him. 

In 1854, Jedediah M. Grant was ordained an Apostle, but he did not become a member of the Quorum of 

the Twelve Apostles. Instead, he was called to the First Presidency as Second Counselor to Brigham 

Young, to fill the vacancy left by Willard Richards' death. 

In 1856, Grant was called upon by Young to tour the northern sections of Utah, calling them to 

repentance. In the Mormon Reformation of 1856, he toured according to his assignment, delivering fiery 

speeches condemning all forms of sin and demanding perfection. He issued a call for rebaptism of all the 

members of the area. His speeches earned him the title, "Brigham's Sledgehammer." The effects of his 

speeches were felt almost immediately; members throughout the area, as well as in distant parts, were 

rebaptized to signify their commitment to renew their commitments to the LDS Church and the gospel. 

Grant contracted pneumonia after his vigorous tour. He died on December 1, 1856, just nine days after his 

son, Heber J. Grant was born to his wife Rachel Ridgeway Ivins Grant.  

Like many early Latter-day Saints, Jedediah Grant practiced plural marriage. He had a total of seven 

wives and 13 children. His son Heber J. Grant became the seventh President of the Church. 
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38. DANIEL H. WELLS. 

Daniel Hanmer Wells (1814 

– 1891) was born in Trenton, 

New York, a sixth generation 

member of his family in 

America. His original immigrant ancestor was Thomas Welles, who arrived in Massachusetts in 1635 and 

was the only man in Connecticut's history to hold all four top offices: governor, deputy governor, 

treasurer, and secretary. A few years after the death of his father in 1826, Daniel left New York with his 

mother Catherine and his younger sister Catherine and moved to Hancock County, Illinois in 1835. He 

lived in Commerce—later Nauvoo—and was a major landowner and justice of the peace there for several 

years prior to the arrival of large numbers of Latter-day Saints in 1839. 

Although not a member of the Latter-day Saints, Wells was considered by opponents of the church to be a 

"Jack Mormon", a term originally applied to non-members who were friendly to or defended the Latter-

day Saints. In Nauvoo he served on the city council and as a judge. When mobs invaded Nauvoo after the 

assassination of church founder Joseph Smith, Wells defended the city and fought as a Lieutenant General 

of the Nauvoo Legion, and also provided shelter for evacuees. Wells was not baptized into the LDS 

Church until August 9, 1846. He emigrated to Utah with the Mormon pioneers in 1848. 

Wells was elected Attorney General of State of Deseret in 1849. When Jedediah M. Grant died in 1856, 

Wells was ordained an apostle of the LDS Church and set apart as Second Counselor to Brigham Young 

in the First Presidency of the church. Although serving as an apostle, Wells was never sustained as a 

member of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles. Upon Young's death in 1877, Wells was sustained as a 

Counselor to the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, a position he held until his death. On behalf of 

Brigham Young, Wells dedicated the St. George Utah Temple on April 6, 1877. From 1888 to 1891, he 

was the first president of the Manti Utah Temple. 

From 1848 until 1863 Wells was superintendent of public works for the LDS Church and presided over 

the continuing construction of the Salt Lake Temple (completed 1893) and the Tabernacle (completed 

1867). In 1866, Wells was elected mayor of Salt Lake City as a member of the newly formed People's 

Party and re-elected in both 1872 and 1874. In 1871 he was arrested by U.S. marshals on charges related 

to polygamy. Wells served twice as president of the European Mission of the LDS Church, first in 1864-5 

and again in 1884-7. 

In 1852, Wells married his seventh wife, future Relief Society General President Emmeline B. Wells. She 

bore him three daughters. Wells' son by his wife Martha G. Harris, Heber Manning Wells, was the first 

governor of the state of Utah, serving from 1896 to 1905. 
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39. AMUSSEN JEWELRY 

COMPANY (originally south, about 

175 feet north of First South): The Key 

Bank façade was partially salvaged 

from the Asmussen's jewelry building, 

designed by William Folsom, that 

stood a little north. The building had a 

balcony which was used as a 

bandstand for afternoon concerts. The second floor was the residence of Carl 

Amussen and his three wives. Of 18 children, the youngest, Flora, became 

wife of Mormon Church President, Ezra Taft Benson. 

Carl Christian Asmussen was born near Copenhagen, Denmark, May 20, 

1825. Rejecting his father's trade as sea captain, he became a jeweler and 

watch maker. He established himself as a watchmaker in Germany and 

Holland and one time was court jeweler to the Czar of Russia. He even did a 

bit of dentistry. He went to Christchurch, New Zealand, and became somewhat 

wealthy. On the street, one day in 1864, he found a copy of Parley P. Pratt's 

tract, “A Voice of Warning.” (The first missionaries to New Zealand came 

from Australia in 1854.) He read and accepted the message as true. On the 

back of the tract was the address of the Church in Liverpool, England. 

Thinking that was where the headquarters of the Church was, he left his business and went to Liverpool, 

England, to find the Church. There he was baptized by Elisha H. Groves and immigrated the next year to 

Utah in the Willis Company with 112 other adults and children from 15 families in one of the Church 

Trains. 

On the advice of Brigham Young, he purchased property (on Brigham's original lot on the northeast 

section of the block south of Temple Square - close to the Globe Saloon) for a store. He was sent back to 

New Zealand on a mission, 1866- 68, where he baptized two brothers, William and James Burnett. He 

arrived in Utah in 1868 and arranged 3 wagon loads of supplies from the States. He also met and married, 

at age 43, his first wife, Anna Katrine Nielsen, also from Denmark. When his new store was finished in 

1869, they moved into the second floor. 

In 1879-80, he served a mission to Denmark. On Nov. 6, 1884, at age 59, he married his second wife, 

Martha M. Smith, and the next year, he married his 3rd wife, Barbara McIsaac Smith. He legally changed 

his name from Asmussen to Amussen in 1886. He began investing in real estate in Logan, Utah, and 

relocated his families there in 1890, where he died in 1902. His wife Barbara spent 23 years officiating in 

the Logan Temple and one Friday announced that she would be leaving mortal life the next Thursday. She 

had had a dream or a vision of her husband telling her it was her time to go (and she did). 

The last of Carl's 18 children (mother, Barbara Smith) was Flora Smith Amussen, who married Ezra T. 

Benson in 1926 after a 7-year courtship and mu missions. He became the 13th President of the LDS 

Church.  

Ironically, Ezra's grandfather, Ezra T. Benson, was sent to Cache Valley by Brigham. The home was 

occupied by Daniel H. Wells. Later, the Templeton Hotel was built on that same corner. 

When the Crossroads Mall occupied most of Block 76, the front of the Amussen jewelry story was 

attached to the front of Key bank because of its historical significance as well as connection to Carl’s son-

in-law, President Benson. When the mall was demolished to make way for City Creek Center, that 

structure was attached to the front of a building south of Deseret Book on South Temple. 
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40. GLOBE SALOON [Restaurant] (about 35-45 South Main): In August, 

1856 (while the first 5 handcart companies were on their way to Utah and the 

Beehive House was completed), David Candland, ex-missionary and husband to 

7 wives, wrote in his journal: “The Presidency of the Church proposed my 

opening a saloon [meaning restaurant] on first rate principles. I cheerfully 

consented and the church will model and build additions etc. to the order 

belonging to Brigham Young. I commenced and with the assistance of some 

others soon dug the foundation.” This was about a fourth of the way down the 

block and accommodated a barber shop and bakery. 

November 1856 (the Willie Handcart Company arrived in the city on the 9th): 
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“This month opened the Saloon under the name of The Globe ... The Governor by invitation visited the 

rooms and expressed his satisfaction of the same. Our prospects for doing a fair business [is good] 

although times are dull.” 

November 1857: “Pres. Young took a tripe dinner at the Globe with his sons & friends. Our cook Sister 

Jarrett improves in her line.” 

February 1858: “Business continues very dull with us. People are all engaged some way or other in 

preparations for the war (Utah War; Johnston's Army). 

March 1858: “1 was introduced to Col. [Thomas L.] Kane by his calling at the Globe. I esteem it an 

honor. He expended five dollars in candies as a present from him to some youthful choristers. He is 

remarkably urbane etc.” (The Globe was closed for several months while the pioneers fled south to escape 

any conflict with the army.) 

September 1858: “My trade increasing. Suppers are becoming popular at the Globe. I had a difficult time 

with a Mr. McNiels who came into the Globe drunk and made too much noise. I gave him in charge of the 

Police which resulted in a fine of $50 and 3 months imprisonment, the latter part Gov. Cummings 

remitted." 

On September 11, 1858, the New York magazine “Harper's Weekly published an article by one of its 

correspondents that stayed some time at the Globe that summer. Some negative comments were made 

regarding Candland's creative method of charging (more like gouging) the gentile customers, especially if 

they had money. He did say the Candland Saloon would be etched in the memory of gentiles who had 

been in Salt Lake City in 1858. “For a long time that was the only house in all Salt Lake City where a 

man who was so wicked as to be a Gentile could obtain a mouthful to eat. ... When the Gentiles began to 

flock in here this spring, he [Brigham Young] took this saloon and put a man in it to feed us at exorbitant 

prices, at the same time forbidding everyone else from giving us food or shelter.” 

Getting ready for breakfast: The correspondent continued: “It was very amusing to behold the scene that 

followed the ringing of the first bell for breakfast at Candland's. Gentiles in every kind of dress or undress 

could be seen evolving themselves from every imaginable place - from carriages, from under trees, from 

off the plaza, from off the sidewalks and from out of the gardens - all making their way to the gutter to 

wash. To wash in the gutter? Yes, to wash in the gutter.. It is beautiful, clear water from its original 

course and sent tumbling along down either side of all the streets that run north and south. The people 

obtain their water out of these gutter-brooks, which are likewise used for irrigating purposes. ...Well, 

when the Gentiles have crawled out from their holes, each takes his soap, towel, comb, toothbrush, and a 

small pocket looking-glass and makes toilet at the gutter. ...Each person then straps up his blankets or 

bedding; after which and breakfast, he is ready to travel sixty or eighty miles during the day, or to live 

lying around loose outdoors.” 

[More from Candland's Journal] October 1858: “Numbers of boarders increased during the last few days. 

From the papers East I see myself spoken about sometimes favorable and sometimes not..." 

In June of 1860, he was requested by Territorial Surveyor General Stambaugh to provide a champagne 

supper for 12 to 15 persons and gave Stambaugh a bill for $78.75. Rather than pay, Stambaugh insulted 

Candland and threatened to “cane" him. Whereupon Candland “seized him by the throat, wrenched the 

cane from his hand and aimed a blow at his head.” Candland “commenced a suit to recover the amount 

before Justice Gibbs.” After more abuse and difficulty, Candland obtained the money owed him and 

“closed the Globe determined in my own mind that my association in any way shall be at an end with the 

gentile population.” (He moved to Sanpete County where he died in 1902.) The Globe, the post office, 

and Livingston's building were later absorbed by the larger two-story “Constitution Building.” 
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41. C.R. SAVAGE. Charles Roscoe Savage (1832 – 1909) was born in 

Southampton, England. At age 14, he joined The Church. After serving missions in 

Switzerland and England, he emigrated to the United States during the winter of 

1855–56. He initially found work as a photographer in New York City, and headed 

west the following year. He first settled in Nebraska, then Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

where he established his first independent studio and gallery. In the spring of 1860, 

he traveled to Salt Lake City with his family, where he established a photography 

studio with a partner, Marsena Cannon, an early Utah daguerreotypist and 

photographer. A year later, after Cannon moved to southern Utah, Savage 

established a partnership with artist George Ottinger. Many of Savage's photographs were reproduced in 

Harper's Weekly newspaper. 

In 1866 Savage traveled east to purchase new photographic equipment and had a custom wagon made to 

carry the equipment and develop negatives on the spot. Returning to Utah, he joined a Mormon wagon 

train at Wyoming Nebraska and took the only photo of that outfitting location and also produced a 

photograph of the company while it was at South Pass. 

That same year, as a photographer under contract with the Union Pacific Railroad, Savage traveled to 

California  and then followed the rails back to Utah. He photographed the linking of the Union Pacific 

and Central Pacific on Promontory Summit, at Promontory, Utah in 1869. This series is considered his 

most famous work. Other well known Savage images include pictures of the Great Basin tribes, especially 

the Paiute and Shoshone. Savage photographed scenic areas of the west and created many images 

documenting the growth of Utah towns and cities. England born artist Alfred Lambourne often painted 

scenes while Savage photographed.  

 Most of Savage's archived photographs, produced by several different early photographic methods, were 

lost in 1883 in a disastrous fire that began in a neighbor’s 

business. Savage’s youngest daughter, Luacine (“Lute”) 

Annetta, married J. Reuben Clark, who became an apostle 

and first counselor to Heber J. Grant in the Church’s First 

Presidency in 1934. 

42. COUNCIL HOUSE. The Council House, often called 

the State House, was the first public building in Utah; being 

constructed in 1849-1850. It was originally built to 

accommodate the government of the provisional State of 

Deseret. Deseret was never officially recognized by the 

United States Government, and so the Utah Territory was 

organized by the U.S. Congress instead. Following the 

creation of the territory, it was decided to move Utah's 

capital city to Fillmore, Utah (because of its centralized 

location). In Fillmore the territorial government began 

 
Council House 
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construction of the Utah Territorial Statehouse, yet the Council House continued to be used for official 

business until the statehouse was at least partially completed. During the first legislative session held in 

Fillmore, legislators complained about the lack of housing and adequate facilities in that city, so Salt Lake 

was again designated Utah's capital. 

Once the capital returned to Salt Lake City, the Council House again was used as territorial offices and 

also housed several other entities such as the University of Utah, the Deseret News and Deseret Boarding 

House. The building was also used as a meeting place by the leadership of The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints, and Endowment sessions were held in the building until the completion of the 

Endowment House in 1855. 

On June 21, 1883, the building was destroyed when a neighboring wagon depot caught fire and several 

barrels of gunpowder blew up. The explosion and resulting fire destroyed several other buildings 

including the offices of photographer C.R. Savage, and caused damage to a number of nearby buildings 

including ZCMI and the LDS Church tithing office. Today the Beneficial Tower (Gateway Tower West) 

sits on the Council House's former location. 

 

43. WILLARD RICHARDS. Willard Richards (1804 –1854) was born in 

Hopkinton, Massachusetts. A head injury, suffered from a fall at age four limited 

his physical abilities. He took advantage of his educational opportunities and 

became a school teacher. At age 30, his sister died and Willard decided to study 

Thomsonian [herbalist] medicine, popular at the time.  

His cousins, Joseph and Brigham Young, introduced him to the Book of Mormon. 

He read it twice in ten days, traveled from Massachusetts to Kirtland and was 

baptized by Brigham. 

While on a mission to Great Britain Willard met and married Jennetta Richards. 

He became an Apostle in 1840 and was set apart as the Church Historian and 

Recorder two years later, recording most of the prophet Joseph Smith’s activities. Richards was in the 

Carthage Jail when Joseph and Hyrum Smith were martyred.  

Richards was a 

member of the first 

company of Mormon 

pioneers to enter the 

Salt Lake valley in 

1847 and became a 

counselor to Brigham 

Young in the 

Church’s First 

Presidency, later that 

year. He helped 

establish the Deseret 

News in 1850, served 

as its editor in chief 

and died four years 

later. 

 

  

 

1890s view down Richards Street from the Assembly Hall 
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44. DESERET MUSEUM. From 1869-1871, John W. Young, age 25, 

between the Tithing Office and the Lion House, established the Salt Lake 

City Museum and Menagerie to show tourists on the transcontinental railroad 

"what we have and what we are doing" in the Utah Territory.  

In 1871 Young’s building was needed for the five-year-old Deseret Telegraph 

Co., which previously operated out of Brigham Young's office.  The museum 

moved to a two-story building outside the south gate of Temple Square, 

where it stayed for the next 20 years. The menageries were eliminated. It was 

renamed The Deseret Museum. It was a private operation. Admission was 25 

cents. 

Deseret Museum pictures are from 

location #5 in the Vermont Building, 

which occupied lot as Museum location 

#2. In 1878, Ownership was transferred 

to the LDS Church. After a few more 

locations, the collection was housed in 

the Bureau of Information building on 

Temple Square and finally in its own 

structure, built in 1984. 
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45. Parley P. Pratt. Parley Parker Pratt (1807 – 1857) was born in Burlington, New 

York, was converted by the Book of Mormon and has been called "the Apostle Paul 

of Mormonism" for his missionary work, publications, and promotion of distinctive 

Mormon doctrines. He wrote numerous hymn texts and helped the Manchester 

(England) Hymnal, which became the basis of the Church’s current hymnal. 

He explored Utah and created a new road from Echo Canyon to the Salt Lake valley  

in 1849-50 that he advertized as the “Golden Pass” road. Pratt had a hard time 

providing for his family, as he spent most of his married life away from his family doing missionary 

work. He was murdered in 1857 by the estranged husband of his twelfth wife. He was the father of 30 

children. 

 

46. Orson Pratt. Orson Pratt (1811 – 1881) 

was born in Hartford, 

New York, the 

younger brother of 

Parley P. Pratt, who 

introduced him to 

Church and baptized 

him on his nineteenth 

birthday. Hewas a 

member of the original 

Quorum of the Twelve 

Apostles served a mission to the British 

Isles between 1839 and 1841, preaching in Scotland, and producing an early missionary tract, which 

contained the earliest known public printing of an account of Joseph Smith's First Vision and also 

contained material similar to that later published as the 1842 Articles of Faith. 

Orson Pratt and Erastus Snow were the first in Brigham Young’s vanguard company of 1847 to enter the 

Salt Lake Valley. During the trip Pratt made numerous latitude, longitude, and altitude measurements, 

using his self-taught math skills and state of the art equipment purchased by John Taylor in England. 

Pratt returned to Europe as a mission administrator between 1848 and 1851, during which time he also 

served as editor of the Millennial Star. In 1850, as mission president of the British Mission. There were 

soon twice as many church members residing in Britain as in the United States. 

In 1852 Pratt made the first public speech confirming the authorized practice of polygamy as a doctrine of 

the Church. He later published an essay in defense of the practice in 12 monthly installments in the 

church periodical The Seer, which provided the most complete defense of the LDS doctrine during this 

period. Pratt himself practiced plural marriage, having seven wives and forty-five children. He wrote 

sixteen pamphlets in defense of LDS doctrines, drawing on the works of Joseph Smith, Jr. and his brother 

Parley P. Pratt. However, Pratt's views were not always without controversy. In 1865, a majority of the 

First Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of the LDS Church officially condemned some 

of Pratt's doctrinal writings, including some of his articles from The Seer. 

In 1865, Pratt was one of the first LDS missionaries to work in Austria. He acted as Church Historian and 

Recorder from 1874 until his death. He edited many church periodicals and helped divide editions of the 

Book of Mormon and Doctrine and Covenants into verse format and provided appropriate cross 

references. He published a book on solving Cubic and Biquadratic equations and another titled Key to the 

Universe. Orson Pratt died of complications from diabetes on 3 Oct 1881, the last surviving member of 

the original Council of the Twelve. 
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EXTRA 

 

TROLLEY SYSTEM: A mule-driven trolley system provided downtown transportation beginning in 

July 1872. The mules, all from Missouri, worked in shifts, with six new animals hitched to the trolleys at 

6 a.m., 10 a.m., and 4 p.m. They kept a schedule, one frustrated patron complained, as “correctly as a 

timepiece would without a dial.” Soon there were four routes in the city, each only a few blocks long, and 

the fare was 10 cents. At each terminus was a turntable and the mules would sidle around to head 

themselves back the other way. 

On August 17, 1889, six new electric streetcars undertook a maiden trip up First South. Various 

dignitaries climbed aboard for the evening trip. Those aboard were the lucky ones. There were fistfights 

among an estimated 500 less notable folks who wanted to be part of the inaugural ride. The Deseret News 

reported the next day: “It was a Great Success and Promises a Bright Future.” Over time, more than 100 

miles of track crisscrossed the city, and a spider web of lines to keep cars moving was woven overhead. 

Occasionally, male passengers were called on to help the trolley over a “bump" or restore it to tracks. 

The lines up the Avenues were especially challenging in the autumn and winter when wet leaves, snow 

and ice coated the tracks. Passengers could get a “whale of a ride" backward while wheels, locked and 

sliding down the tracks, squealed. Such wear and tear sometimes flattened the metal wheels on one side 

and the clang, clang, clang of the trolley would be augmented by the clunk, clunk, clunk of a noisy wheel. 

As traffic increased, so did the problem of transfers. To prevent riders asking for a transfer and giving it 

to another person for a free ride, the company devised a set of transfers that the conductors issued 

according to a man's mustache style or a woman's hat style. There were 5 for males, ranging from clean-

shaven to fully-bearded and 2 for women, indicating hat brims turned up or down. 

Trolley workers organized to protest the requirement that they clean the cars themselves and buy their 

own uniforms. The company refused to recognize the union and on September 17, 1890, 130 workers 
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went on strike. The company countered by hiring and training new men. Company president, Alfred W. 

McCune (of mansion and railroad building fame) said, “Strikers have the right to withdraw from our 

service and we have the equal right to employ others to take their place.” The strike was ineffective. 

In 1908, railroad millionaire and president of Union Pacific Railroad, E.H. Harriman, spent more than $3 

million (same amount of money spent to build the State's Capitol Building less than a decade later) to 

build the Trolley Square complex on a block that had been previously the location of the Territorial 

Fairgrounds. The barns provided cover for 144 trolley cars, along with maintenance facilities. The 97-foot 

high, 50,000 gallon water tank, now a landmark, was a safeguard against fire. It was never used for such. 

On May 31, 1941, the city announced the demise of the trolleys. But the trolley line along First South to 

the University of Utah continued to function through World War II to fill a special need. They made their 

last runs when the war ended. 
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City Creek Center, 2012 



City Creek Center History Discovery Tour 

 

1. Gardo House 

2. Federal Reserve Bank 

3. Church Historian’s Office 

4. City Creek 

5. Templeton Building 

6. First National Bank 

7. Z.C.M.I. 

8. Pioneer Telegraph (Western Union) 

9. First Bank, Hooper & Eldredge, now Wells 
Fargo 

10. Planning the City 

11. Map of Salt 

12. Main Street 

13. Livingston Store /Constitution Building 

14. Council House 

15. Deseret News 

16. Temple Square Railroad Spur 

17. Trailhead Marker 

18. Deseret Book Store 

19. Vermont Building 

20. Amussen Jewelry 

21. City Meat Market 

22. Willard Richards’s Row & Cemetery 

23. Orson and Parley P. Pratt Homes 

24. Temple Square Hotel 

 
Other Items to Discover 

Animal Tracks: 
Black Bear 
California Gull 
Desert Cottontail 
Fox 
Mink 
Mountain Goat 
Mountain Lion 
Mule Deer 
Trout 

Plants: 
Bearberry Manzanita 
Choke Cherry 
Creeping Mahonia 
Flowering Crabapple 
Nevada Bulrush 
Red Twig Dogwood 
Sedge 
Soft Rush 
Sweet Flag 
Whorled Penny Wort 
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City Creek Historic Markers (Numbers correspond with map by Ron W. Andersen) 

1)  2)  3)  

4)  5)  6)  

7)  8)  9)  

10)  11)  12)  

13)  14)  15)  

16)  17)  18)  

19)  20)  21)  

22)  23)  24)  
 


