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BLOCK 86 (Joseph Smith’s Relatives) 

 

 

1. JUDGE ELIAS SMITH (1804-1888) 

Son of Asahel Smith, 

a brother of Joseph 

Smith, Sr. Helped 

George A. Smith 

revise Lucy Mack’s 

Joseph the Prophet. 

Worked regularly in 

the Endowment 

House, 1868-1880. 

He was the arbiter in controversy 

between Brigham Young and Union 

Pacific Railroad. President of all High 

Priests in the Church, 1870-77.  

President of High Priests Quorum, Salt 

Lake Stake, 1877-88. Elias Smith was 

the first Probate Judge in Salt Lake City, 

which position he held for thirty-two 

years, until his death. He was also editor 

for the Deseret News, 1856-63. 

2. JOHN SMITH (1781-1854) Younger 

brother of Joseph Smith, Sr. by 10 years. 

Father of George A. Smith, uncle of 

Joseph Smith. Baptized 10 Jan 1832 as 

he was dying from consumption. He 

slowly recovered. He was sustained as assistant counselor to the First Presidency from 3 Sep 1837 until 

Joseph Smith’s death, 27 Jun 1844. He was appointed president of the Salt Lake High Council on 3 Oct 

1847. He was ordained the 4th Patriarch of the Church, 1 Jan 1849.  

Ca. 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen Research 1871-2 Property Owners 
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3. DR. JOHN MILTON BERNHISEL. John M. Bernhisel (1799 –1881) was born near Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. He graduated in medicine from the University of Pennsylvania and practiced medicine in 

New York City. After joining the LDS church, he served as the personal physician to Joseph Smith and 

lived in his home. He delivered some of Emma Smith's children. He was a member of the Council of 

Fifty.  Bernhisel was a bachelor until he was 46 years old when he married Julia Ann Haight, a widow 

with five children. The couple had one child. He subsequently married six other women, but by 1850 all 

of them but Elizabeth Barker had left for various reasons. In Utah, Bernhisel continued the practice of 

medicine. He was the original delegate of the Utah Territory in the U. S. House of Representatives (1851–

1859, 1861–1863)  

4. MARINDA HYDE/FUTURE PRIMARY CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL (1922-1952). Nancy Marinda 

Johnson, sister of Luke and Lyman Johnson, married Orson Hyde in 1834 and had three children before 

Orson went on his mission to Israel. Orson learned about plural marriage and had taken two additional 

wives by March, 1842. Marinda was married to Joseph Smith in April, 1842. She bore Orson seven more 

children over the next 20 years and Orson married seven additional wives. They were divorced in 1870 

and she continued living in this home. She was a charter member of the Nauvoo Relief Society and 

president of the 17th Ward Relief Society. 

Hospital. One day in 1911, Sara Louisa “Louie” Bolton Felt, general president of the Primary 

Association, and May Anderson, her counselor, while walking along the street saw a little crippled boy. 

Their hearts went out to him and to other crippled children, thus the idea of the Primary Children's 

Hospital was born. It was to President Joseph F. Smith that the plan for helping crippled children was first 

submitted. He was generous in his approval and beds were obtained for Primary patients in the Latter-day 

Saints Hospital in Salt Lake City. Unfortunately, demand  exceeded supply . 

In 1922, Louie and May appealed  to President Heber J. Grant for help. Under his direction, Mrs. Felt 

and Miss Anderson were sent east to study plans and methods used in the finest children's hospitals. The 

Church provided, remodeled and equipped the old Hyde home on North Temple Street, which was then 

turned over to the Primary Association for use as a convalescent hospital. Most operating funds came 

from pennies donated by Primary children and the annual fund raiser, the Penny Parade. 

Water in front of Conference Center. The stream of water next to the sidewalk is NOT from City 

Creek. It is pumped out from under Temple Square. 
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5. Presiding Bishop Edward’s Second Home. Edward Hunter (1793 – 1883) was born 

in Newtown, Pennsylvania and was the third Presiding Bishop of the Church from 1851 

until his death. He served as Presiding Bishop longer than any other person in the history 

of the LDS Church. Hunter was engaged in the mercantile business near Philadelphia 

from 1816 to 1822 and was married to Ann Standley in 1830. He served in the US 

Cavalry for seven years and as Delaware County commissioner for three years. 

Hunter converted to Mormonism in 1840, and served as Bishop of the Nauvoo 5th ward 

from 1844 to 1846, then migrated to Utah in 1847 and served as the Bishop of the Salt Lake City 13th 

Ward from 1849 to 1854. He was called as Presiding Bishop by Church President Brigham Young in 

1851. Hunter had four wives and fourteen children. 

 

6. William H. Clayton. Clayton, born in 

England, acted as a 

clerk and scribe to 

Joseph Smith. Early 

in February 1846, 

Clayton left 

Nauvoo with the 

first Latter Day 

Saint group in their 

exodus to the West. 

In April 1846, 

while camped near Locust Creek on the 

plains of Iowa, Clayton wrote the words to 

the popular LDS hymn, now known as 

"Come, Come, Ye Saints" which is sung to 

the music of a traditional English song, 

"All is Well." The hymn was in response 

to good news from Mormons still living in 

Nauvoo. One of his plural wives, Diantha, 

had given birth to a healthy baby boy, 

William Adriel Benoni Clayton. Clayton 

acted as recording scribe for Brigham 

Young’s vanguard company in 1847. 

Clayton's pioneer journal, later published, 

is the most well-known account of the 

expedition. He later prepared and 

published The Latter-day Saints' 

Emigrants' Guide, a meticulous description 

of the route from Winter Quarters to Salt 

Lake City, with suggestions for camping places. Mileage was based on an odometer, designed by Orson 

Pratt and built by Appleton Harmon. Latitude,  

In Utah, Clayton continued to help maintain church records. He became an auditor for the Territory of 

Utah, as well as recorder of marks and brands. He worked as treasurer of the Deseret Telegraph Company 

and as secretary of (ZCMI). Private ventures included collecting debts, filing land claims, acting as a legal 

advocate, lending money, merchandising, farming, and mining speculation. Clayton married nine wives 

and fathered 42 children. Three of his wives later left him. 
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7. Gibbs-Thomas-Hansen-Hughes Home. 

On June 24, 1895 Gideon Aaron Gibbs and 

Maggie Young Taylor received a building 

permit for this house. G ibbs, a pioneer Utah 

civil engineer and surveyor would marry 

Maggie, a daughter of John Taylor, third 

president of LDS Church and his 7th and last 

wife. Taylor's wedding gift of $3,800 

(roughly $75,000 in 2012 dollars) to the 

couple covered the house's estimated cost of 

construction for this Richard Kletting-designed, Victorian 

home. Kletting also designed the state capitol building, Salt Air 

resort and other businesses and residences. Unfortunately, in 

harder times, Margaret Gibbs was forced to sell the house "by 

Sheriff" in 1903. 

The house's most illustrious resident, Elbert Duncan Thomas. 

Thomas served a mission to Japan for the LDS Church with his first wife, from 1907 to 1912. For part of 

his five-year mission, he was the president of the Japanese Mission. On his return from Japan, he became 

a Professor of Political Science and History at the University of Utah (where he had received his B.A. in 

1906). He taught Latin, Greek and Japanese culture, as well as being a Political Science and History 

professor and eventually an Administrator on the Board of Regents at the University. 

He was elected as a U.S. Senator from Utah in 1932, defeating Republican incumbent 

Reed Smoot. He in turn was defeated in 1950 by Wallace F. Bennett. In 1943, the 

Mormon senator credited his faith for his resolve to stop persecution - co-chaired a 

weeklong "Emergency Conference to Save the Jewish People of Europe" and 

introduced a resolution in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to build a U.S. 

government agency to rescue refugees from mass murder. Thomas then wrote the 

legislation that would create it. The result: The War Refugee Board that - in the final 

15 months of the war - saved about 200,000 Jews and 20,000 non-Jews the Nazis had 

targeted for extermination. Thomas, was later an outspoken supporter for the 

establishment of a Jewish homeland in Israel. 

In 1951, he was appointed High Commissioner over the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands by President 

Truman. Elbert died in Honolulu, Hawaii Territory on February 11, 1953. 

The house passed to other owners and has maintained its original integrity despite once being converted 

into multiple apartments. Purchased from the previous owners in 1989 under the condition that this would 

remain a single family residence, Elaine and J.P. Hughes have worked tirelessly to accurately preserve the 

home.  

8. JOHN PACK HOME. First commercial store in Salt Lake City 

was operated out of his house by Livingston 

and Kinkead with $10,000 worth of inventory. 

The house was a convenient two blocks away 

from Union Square (now West High School) 

where emigrants, on arriving in the valley, 

would go until relatives came and got them or 

they found out where they could settle. 

Livingston and Kinkead relocated to Main 

Street a short time later and Bell replaced 

Kinkead as a partner. The University of Deseret (later Utah) established here in 1850. 
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9. OSMYN DEUEL HOME.  

The first pioneers built a fort in 

1847. Osmyn Deuel and his 

brother William purchased three 

of the log homes built in the 

north extension of the fort. 

Osmyn owned two log houses, 

and William owned one. The 

second house of Osmyn's was 

probably used as the blacksmith 

shop. It was reported that Osmyn 

paid approximately $60.00 for his 

log home.  

After the Deuels moved north to 

Centerville in the spring of 1848, 

it is likely that their log cabin was 

rented to other settlers for brief periods of 

time throughout the remainder of the year. 

By February 1849, it was being used to 

store the settlement's militia weapons, 

powder, and ammunition, and one month 

later, Osmyn sold the home to Albert 

Carrington, who placed skids under the log 

structure and with ox teams pulled it to his 

property on the east side of West Temple, 

immediately north of First North. The 

Carringtons used the log home as their 

primary residence for only a short time as 

they constructed an adobe house near the 

log house sometime in 1849.  

When Carrington's daughter, Francis, 

married Zebulon Jacobs in 1866, the log home was given to her. It may have 

been while owned by the Jacobs that a door was cut into the north end of the 

home, and an addition constructed. They lived in the log home for an 

undetermined period of time, then used it as a storehouse for garden tools and other 

miscellaneous storage. In 1912, Mr. Jacobs donated the home to the Church as an 

historic relic. That same year, the building was carefully dismantled and 

reassembled in the Deseret Museum.  

Sometime between late summer 1918 and the spring of 1919, the Deuel Log 

Home was once again dismantled and moved to a location on the southeast 

corner of Temple Square. In preparation for the construction of the South Visitor's Center in 1976, the log 

home was stored until its restoration in 1984 and 1985. It now sits on the plaza south of the Church History 

Museum. 
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Capitol Hill (Block North of 93) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. ALFRED McCUNE MANSION: 

This magnificent 3-story, 21-room Shingle Style 

house was designed by S.C. Dallas and 

completed in 1901. It was the first $1 million 

house in Utah. McCune was born in Calcutta, 

India. The house is a replica of an estate he encountered on Riverside Drive in New York City. The 27-

room interior includes liberal use of imported materials such as Russian mahogany. The McCunes 

occupied the home until 1920. 

At age twenty-one McCune contracted to build portions of the Utah Southern Railroad (going south from 

SLC terminal of the Utah Central Railroad), becoming one of the largest railroad contractors in the Rocky 

Mountain region. He also purchased the city trolleys. He then became partner with J.P. Morgan, William 

Hearst, and F. Vanderbuilt fabulously wealthy Peruvian Cero de Pasco mines (McCune built the railroad 

over difficult terrain to the mine). Though a baptized member, Alfred was inactive, but was known for his 

integrity, congenial personality, and his generous donations to worthy causes. 

Alfred had a large family. Elizabeth, his wife, devoted most of her time helping the youth in the church. 

When the family left Utah, she gave the house to the now defunct LDS University, which used it for the 

McCune School of Music and Art. 

 

Heber C. Kimball’s Block 93 
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11. J. GOLDEN KIMBALL HOUSE (36 East 200 North):  Kimball, the son of Heber C. and Christeen 

Golden Kimball, turned 15 two weeks prior to the death of his in 1868. To support his mother and two 

siblings he became a mule driver. With his brother Elias he moved to Meadowville in Rich County and 

established a horse and cattle ranch. During the winters he hauled timber to Logan for the construction of 

the Logan Temple. A speech by Karl G. Maeser in 1881 motivated J. Golden and his brother to attend 

BYU, where they both achieved business diplomas that year. 

He taught for two years, then served a mission to the south, where persecution of the Saints was common 

and three Elders were killed on Sunday, 10 Aug 1884. He contracted malaria, which caused him difficulty 

throughout his life. He returned to the Southern States mission in 1991 as the mission president. The 

following year, he was chosen and set apart as one of the Presidents of Seventy, an office he held for 46 

years. He is remembered for his earthy metaphors and "colorful" language, reflecting his occupation as a 

mule skinner in Rich County. One of the best known has Church President Grant writing a "clean" radio 

speech for Kimball and ordering him to read it. However, once on the air, Kimball struggled with Grant's 

handwriting and finally exclaimed, Hell, Heber, I can't read this damn thing. 

J. Golden built this stuccoed adobe home on the north end of his father's property.. The house was 

repaired in 2011. He was responsible for getting the Kimball-Whitney cemetery, located south of his 

house, into the hands of the LDS Church.  
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About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen Research 1871-2 (County Records) 
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12. KIMBALL/WHITNEY CEMETERY: 

One of two private cemeteries in the city, the 

cemetery is located in the middle of the block 

north of the Church Office Building. In the 

fall of 1848, Heber and Newell K. Whitney 

dedicated this spot of ground as a private 

cemetery for the two families. Newell 

Whitney's family occupied land where the 

Church Relief Society building is located on 

the southeast corner of Main and North 

Temple Streets. 

Newell's wife, Ann Houston “Mother" 

Whitney was the first to be buried here, 

November of 1848. Two years later, Newell, 

himself, became the 6th person to occupy the 

cemetery. Heber, Vilate, and Ellen Sanders 

Kimball, one of the first 3 women to enter the valley, are buried here. There 

are 56 persons resting in the cemetery: 33 Kimballs, 13 Whitneys, and 10 

others, including hired help, friends, and 2 Indians. 

Of Heber’s wives, seven were buried here: Vilate, Sarah Peak, Laura Pitkin, 

Sarah Ann Whitney, Ann Gheen, Theresa Morley, and Ellen Sanders, who 

was one of three women in the 1847 Vanguard Company. Newell K. 

Whitney was sustained as the second presiding bishop of the Church on 6 

April 1847 and died on 23 September 1850 

When Solomon Kimball returned from Arizona in 1886, he found the 

cemetery in a neglected condition. There was no fence around it. Nine-tenths 

of the graves could not be identified. Worse yet, the property was in the 

hands of 4 different people, each of whom 

was determined to commercialize it. Soon 

after, he found that it had been sold for taxes. 

He took matters in hand and discovered an 

old territorial law that exempted all burial 

places from taxation. He did not cease his 

labors until the titles were in possession of 

the Kimball family and a right-of-way was 

obtained to Main Street.  

Solomon F. Kimball was manager and 

custodian of the Kimball & Whitney 

Cemetery for 25 years. Alice Kimball and 

Annie Kimball Knox, daughters of Heber, 

were the next custodians, followed by Joseph 

Kimball, then J. Golden Kimball. It was 

through the efforts of J. Golden that the 

Latter-day Saints assumed perpetual care of 

the Kimball & Whitney Cemetery. 

The large evergreen trees are Giant Sequoias. 
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13. CITY CREEK PARK (Northeast corner of State and North Temple Streets): This 1.7 acre city park, 

dedicated Oct. 14, 1995, extends up the south end of Memory Grove, which was dedicated in 1924. 

Before Memory Grove was created, P.J. Moran ran a sand and gravel pit on the west side of City Creek. 

Moran's company did much of the early cement work in the city. The park generally follows the original 

creek bed, past Charles Crismon's first grist mill in the valley. Walking the paths of the park is fun and 

educational as 30 birds and 41 mammals indigenous to the area are identified in cement, all the mammals 

with foot prints. Notice the 4x and 2x markings (meaning 4 or 2 times normal size). Have students 

identify the largest and the smallest mammals. 

Charles Crismon Mill (monument on east side of walkway 100 yards or so up City Creek): This was the 

first mill built in the valley. By the following year, other mills were started in various locations. 

 

14. NEPHI WILLARD CLAYTON HOME. Son of 

William Clayton and Augusta Braddock, William was born 

8 Oct 1855 in Salt Lake City. He left school at the age of 

thirteen, worked a variety of jobs, and played violin in the 

“Clayton Band” as a youth. He next went into his father's 

office, assisting him as auditor of public accounts until the 

year 1879. 

In 1889 he and others incorporated the Inland Salt 

Company, of which he was the manager. This was the first 

salt refinery established in Utah to utilize in any but a crude 

and imperfect method. In 1892 Clayton and his associates 

sold out to Kansas capitalists at a net profit of $150,000. 

When Clayton retired from this business it was with the intention of traveling around the world, but he 

relinquished that design at the request of influential citizens who desired him to undertake the 

construction and management of a first-class health and pleasure resort on the shores of the lake; also the 

construction and management of a railroad from Salt Lake City to the proposed resort. Thus were 
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projected the famous Saltair Pavilion and the Salt Lake and Los Angeles railroad. Work upon the 

superstructure was commenced on the 1st of February, 1893, and completed early in June. The railroad 

company and the beach company were kept distinct, but Colonel Clayton was manager of both, and of the 

latter organization he was president. 

The construction of the Salt Lake and Los Angeles railroad—so named because Los Angeles was 

originally the objective point—opened the way for another important business venture. In 1893 was 

organized the Intermountain Salt Company, of which N. W. Clayton, its main promoter, became manager. 

He retained his place at the head of this concern until May, 1898, when a consolidation of the 

Intermountain and Inland Salt companies was effected, and he was chosen manager of the combined 

organization, which began doing business under the new name of the Inland Crystal Salt Company. 

Colonel Clayton in 1899 retired from the management of Saltair Beach and its tributary line of railroad, 

but still managed the Inland Crystal Salt Company.  

Saltair originally was four thousand feet from the shore, with which it was connected by a railroad bridge 

and platform that enabled the crowded trains to land their passengers immediately in front of the main 

structure. It has 2,500 ten-inch pilings for support. The total length of the buildings is 1,115 feet, the total 

width 335 feet, and the height from the water to the top of the main tower 130 feet. The pavilion proper is 

divided into two compartments, the upper floor being the ballroom, and the lower floor the refreshment 

room. In the wings are the bathrooms numbering 620.  

Saltair, with its railroad and side tracks, was fifteen miles long and constructed at a cost of nearly half a 

million dollars. Of this amount, $225,000 was expended on the railroad. The contract price for the 

pavilion was $108,000, but the contractors could not complete it for that sum, and the Beach Company 

generously came to the rescue with an additional appropriation. Both railroad and pavilion were built by 

Salt Lake capital and Salt Lake workmen. 

Clayton wedded Sybella Johnson Young on June 24, 1884 and fathered seven children.  

15. BRIGHAM YOUNG HISTORIC PARK (Southeast 

corner of State and North Temple Streets): This park is 

located on Lorenzo Dow Young's original property. City 

Creek came through this corner property before splitting 

into two streams where the Church Office building is 

located. The canyon road followed the east bank of the 

creek. A remnant of Brigham's stone wall on the east side 

of that road is now part of the park. This one acre park is 

owned and maintained by the LDS Church and reflects life 

on the Young property in the mid-19th Century. 

Brigham Young's Private School-Bransford Apartments-

The Gateway & Eagle Gate Apartments: Originally the 

site of Brigham Young's private school house, this corner was later developed by renowned Susanna 

Bransford, (known as the “Silver Queen"), who lived kitty-corner in the “Gardo House." Her Bransford 

Apartments, which cost $150,000 to build, included an elegant dining room, live-in cooks, and servants' 

quarters above every apartment. Bransford inherited her first husband Albion Emery's mining fortune 

(Park City) and went on to marry Chicago millionaire Edwin Holmes, Serbian doctor Radovan Delitch, 

and Russian prince Nicholas Engalitcheff. Her two buildings were demolished in 1984 and the current 

structures, erected in the 1980s, are based loosely on the original designs. Church presidents Kimball, 

Benson, Hunter, and Hinckley have lived in the Gateway (top floor, northwest corner). Underground 

tunnels connect the apartments with Temple Square and the church's Administration Building. 

  



14 
 

16. MEMORIAL PARK/BRIGHAM YOUNG CEMETERY. The park 

pays tribute to Eliza R. Snow and William Clayton, who wrote two 

important LDS hymns, “Oh, My Father” and Come, Come, Ye Saints.” 

City Ordinance. On Feb. 26, 1856, Mayor Jedediah M. Grant signed an 

"Ordinance in relation to removing and burying the Dead," which stated that 

"1. No person shall be allowed to inter their dead within the limits of this 

City, except in the Public Burying Ground (City Cemetery), unless by 

permission of the City Council.  2. All deceased persons within the limits of 

this City, not interred in the Public Burying Ground, are hereby required to 

be removed by the relatives or friends of the deceased to said Ground, on, or 

before the first day of May next, unless on petition to the City Council, such 

bodies may be allowed to remain.  3. Any person or persons failing to 

comply with the requirements of this Ordinance shall be liable to pay a fine 

in any sum, not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars at the discretion 

of the Court having jurisdiction." 

A month later, at the City Council session held in City Hall, a motion 

carried, that certain persons now interred upon their City Lot be suffered to 

remain. Prominent in the exceptions were bodies buried on Block 49, the 

Kimball-Whitney, and the Brigham Young cemeteries. 

Brigham Young Cemetery This cemetery is one of two private cemeteries 

in the city owned and maintained by the LDS Church. [The other is the Kimball-Whitney cemetery. 

Those on Block 49 were discovered in 1986 and reinterred at This is the Place Heritage Park.] 

Brigham Young was married to 57 women and fathered 55 children from 16 of those. Most of these 

persons were buried in the Salt Lake City public and other cemeteries. There are many unmarked 

graves in this cemetery. Marked graves are listed below.  

Mary Van Cott Young was wife number 51. She married her first husband, James Cobb, three months 

before being married to Brigham. Her father, John Van Cott, was well known and respected. 

Eliza Roxey Snow Smith Young was sealed to Joseph Smith. Following his death she was sealed to 

Brigham Young for time.  

Mary Ann Angell was the sister of Salt Lake Temple architect, Truman O. Angell. Brigham's first wife 

died before he joined the Church. Mary was his second wife. She bore him 6 children. Brigham's first 

wife, Miriam Works, bore him 2 children before she died in 1832. 

Lucy Ann Decker was 20 when she became Brigham's first polygamous wife, 14 Jun 1842. She was 

previously married to and divorced from William Seeley, who was alcoholic and abusive. She always felt 

her polygamous relationship with Brigham was superior to her monogamous relationship with William. 

She was well organized and efficiently ran the Lion House. Her younger sister, Clarissa (Clara) Decker, 

became Brigham's 4th polygamous wife two years later, at age 16, and crossed the plains with him and 

her mother, Harriet Wheeler Decker Young, Lorenzo's wife, in the vanguard company. Her statue is part 

of the "This is the Place" monument. 

Joseph Angell Young was the first son of Brigham and Mary Angell and most instrumental in the rescue 

of the Willie and Martin Handcart Companies in 1856. He was returning from his European mission with 

Franklin D. Richards when they passed both companies along the trail. He reported their difficult 

circumstance in October Conference and returned the following day with the first relief company. He 

pushed beyond Devil's Gate, found the Martin Company starving and stalled in snow near Casper, 

Wyoming, and got them moving towards relief at Devil's Gate and Martin's Cove. 

Emmeline Free Young was wife number 20. Her two sisters married Daniel H. Wells. Emmeline bore 

Brigham 10 children , the most of any of his wives. Brigham frequently named his boys after men he 
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respected. His four boys by Emmeline were named: Hyrum Smith, Lorenzo Dow, Alonzo, and Daniel 

Wells. Joseph, Hyrum, and Brigham show up multiple times as well as Jedediah Grant, Willard, Heber, 

and Edward Partridge. (He loved to name his houses, also, "White", "Lion", and "Guardo." 

Alice Young Clawson was the 4th child of Brigham and Mary Ann Angell. 

 

Brigham Young's Burial Instructions (Sunday, 9 Nov 1873) 

At the funeral of Brigham Young, in 1877, George Q. 

Cannon read the following statement which President Young 

had prepared in 1873, more than four years previously. 

"I, Brigham Young, wish my funeral services to be 

conducted in the following manner: 

"When I breathe my last I wish my friends to put my body in 

as clean and wholesome state as can conveniently be done, 

and preserve the same for one, two, three or four days, or as 

long as my body can be preserved in a good condition. (In 

those days, bodies were preserved by putting ice in quart jars 

and placing them around the body as best they could to keep the body as cold as they could. The season of 

the year and availability of ice would largely determine the number of days a body could be kept.) I want 

my coffin made of plump one and one-quarter inch boards, not scrimped in length, but two inches longer 

than I would measure, and from two to three inches wider than is commonly made for a person of my 

breadth and size, and deep enough to place me on a little comfortable cotton bed, with a good suitable 

pillow for size and quality; my body dressed in my temple clothing, and laid nicely into my coffin, and 

the coffin to have the appearance that if I wanted to turn a little to the right or to the left, I should have 

plenty of room to do so. The lid can be made crowning (convex). 

"At my interment I wish all of my family present that can be conveniently, 

and the male members wear no crepe on their hats or on their coats; the 

females to buy no black bonnets, nor black dresses, nor black veils; but if 

they have them they are at liberty to wear them. The services may be 

permitted, as singing and a prayer offered, and if any of my friends wish 

to say a few words, and really desire, do so; and when they have closed 

their services, take my remains on a bier, and repair to the little burying 

ground, which I have reserved on my lot east of the White House (his 

residence after the log cabin in the pioneer fort and the Beehive House. It 

was the first stuccoed adobe house in the Valley.) on a hill, and in the 

southeast corner of this lot, have a vault built of mason work large enough 

to receive my coffin, and that may be placed in a box, if they choose, made of the same material as the 

coffin - redwood. Then place flat rocks over the vault sufficiently large to cover it, that the earth may be 

placed over it - nice, fine, dry earth - to cover it until the walls of the little cemetery are reared, which will 

leave me in the southeast corner. This vault ought to be roofed over with some kind of temporary roof. 

There let my earthly house or tabernacle rest in peace, and have a good sleep, until the morning of the 

first resurrection; no crying or mourning with anyone as I have done my work faithfully and in good faith. 

"I wish this to be read at the funeral, providing that if I should die anywhere in the mountains, I desire the 

above directions respecting my place of burial to be observed; but if I should live to go back with the 

Church to Jackson County, I wish to be buried there." 
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Brigham Young & Newell K. Whitney Properties, Block 88 

About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen Research 1871-2 (County Records) 
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17. EAGLE GATE. Designed by Truman Angel, the architect who designed 

the Salt Lake Temple, the gate was built in 1859 to mark the entrance to 

Brigham Young's 50-acre fenced compound, as well as City Creek Canyon. 

The original 22-foot-wide opening was adequate for a wagon to pass and 

allowed one-way traffic when the road became public in 1882 and tolls were 

eliminated. The original eagle was carved by Ralph Ramsay and William 

Spring from five blocks of wood. Tradition says the model for the monument 

was an eagle that had been killed in City Creek Canyon. The monument has 

been altered four times‒as State Street became a public thoroughfare and later was widened, first to 

accommodate electric street cars and then to handle the growing automobile traffic in downtown. 

18. BEEHIVE HOUSE. Designed by temple architect Truman Angell and built in 1854 of adobe bricks, 

it stands today as a museum, offering free tours of what life was like for the Young family back in 1855. 

19. BRIGHAM YOUNG’S OFFICE & CHURCH HEADQUARTERS. Erected about 1852, it was 

used as the executive offices of the Territory of Utah until 1855. Headquarters of Church from the time it 

was finished until 1917 when the new church office building was complete. For a short time it was also 

the Church tithing office. 

20. LION HOUSE. The Lion House was built in 1856 by Brigham Young. Truman O. Angell was also 

involved in the design of this home. Brigham fathered 57 biological children, and had many adopted, 

foster, and stepchildren as well. He owned residences throughout Salt Lake City and the Utah Territory, 

but many of his wives and children were housed in The Lion House. The house contains large public 

rooms on the ground floor with 20 bedrooms on the upper floors, each with its own gable. It was home to 

as many as twelve of Young's wives including Eliza R. Snow. On January 6, 1859, 40 children under age 

13 lived in the house, for a total of 75 people. Children called wives who were not their mothers “aunt” to 

avoid confusion. Each woman had daily responsibilities in places like the laundry room or kitchen. 

The basement kitchen has been converted into the Lion House Pantry Restaurant offering a selection of 

entrees that rival the best home cooking. William Ward, stone sculptor, architect, and a painter sculptured 

the Couchant Lion for Brigham, who was nicknamed the Lion of the Lord. 
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21. THE MINT. In November 1848, the First Presidency initiated plans and designs for a series of gold 

coins. With crude locally made equipment, they started to make ten dollar coins. The crucibles broke, and 

the minters realized that they would need better equipment. The new equipment, ordered from St. Louis, 

didn't arrive until September 1849. Gold coin minting began in earnest in a small adobe building just east 

of where the Joseph Smith Memorial Building now stands. The coins minted in 1849 were $2.50, $5.00, 

$10.00, and $20.00. By 1860, the need for privately minted gold coins was waning. U.S. coins became 

more available with increasing trade. The last Mormon gold coins were minted in February of 1862.  
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22. CHURCH ADMINISTRATION BUILDING. The Church Administration Building (CAB) is an 

administrative office building of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It differs from the 

Church Office Building in that it is much smaller and furnishes offices for the First Presidency and the 

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. It also houses offices for other general authorities and their personal 

staff. The building only permits entry to church officials and their guests. 

The Church’s historian’s office and collection was housed in the CAB until they were moved to the 

Church Office Building (CAB), which was completed in 1972, after a decade of construction. 

Constructed between 1914 and 1917, the CAB was built of quartz monzonite from the same quarry in 

Little Cottonwood Canyon as the stone used for the Utah State Capitol, the Salt Lake Temple and the 

Conference Center. The Mt. Nebo Marble Company supplied marble and travertine for the interior. 

According to the Utah Geological Survey, "the company quarried Birdseye marble in the Thistle area of 

Utah County, and travertine and onyx at Pelican Point near Utah Lake in Utah County and in the Cedar 

Mountains of Tooele County."  Twenty-four Ionic columns form a colonnade around the structure, each 

weighing eight tons. The building's exterior is constructed from 4,517 granite blocks. 

23. JOSEPH SMITH MEMORIAL BUILDING. The Joseph Smith Memorial Building, formerly the 

Hotel Utah, was built in 1911. In Nauvoo, members of the Mormon faith were commanded to build the 

Nauvoo House, a first-class place for visitors to Nauvoo could stay while observing and learning about 

the faith. Many felt the Hotel Utah would fulfill that requirement while serving that same need in Salt 

Lake City. 

Work on the Second Renaissance Revival style hotel, designed by the Los Angeles architectural firm of 

Parkinson and Bergstrom, began in June 1909. Two years later, on June 9, 1911, the Hotel Utah opened 

for business. While the LDS church was the primary stockholder, many Mormon and non-Mormon 

community and business leaders also purchased stock in the effort to provide the city with a first-class 

hotel at a cost of $2 million.  

The ten-story building has a concrete and steel structure and is covered with white glazed terra cotta and 

brick. Various additions and remodelings have occurred throughout the years, including a substantial 

expansion to the north and modifications to the roof-top dining facilities. 
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On January 3, 1978, it was added to the National Register of Historic Places as the Hotel Utah 

The building ceased operations as a hotel in August 1987. A major remodeling and adaptive reuse project 

to accommodate both community and church functions was completed in 1993. Church leader Gordon B. 

Hinckley chose the name when he observed that there were many monuments to pioneer leader and Utah 

founder Brigham Young, but none to Joseph Smith. 

In addition to Church offices this stately building now houses the Legacy Theater, reception and 

conference rooms, a FamilySearch center, Nauvoo Cafe, and The Roof and The Garden Restaurants. 

In 1967 when President McKay was 94, he and his wife, Emma Ray, moved to a spacious apartment in 

the southeast corner of the eighth floor overlooking South Temple to the south and the church gardens to 

the east. He moved there to be closer to Temple Square. He died in 1970. 

In the mid- to late-1970s, President Kimball and his wife, Camilla, lived in a suite on the 10th floor 

overlooking the church office and administration building. He died in 1985. 

President Benson only lived in the Hotel Utah a short time in the late 1980s before moving to the Eagle 

Gate apartments, where subsequent prophets have since lived. 

 

 

  



22 
 

 

24. LDS CHURCH HISTORIAN’S OFFICE. 

Among the wagons that headed west with the Mormon 

Pioneers were those carrying the historical records of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. After 

storing the records in various locations around the city, in 1855-1856 the Church built a house and office 

for George A. Smith, the Church Historian, where the records could be housed. Smith was the Church 

Historian from 1854 until 1871. Subsequent historians working at this location were Albert Carrington, 

Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, Franklin D. Richards, Andrew Jenson, and Anthon H. Lund. The adobe 

office contained a fire proof vault in the basement to protect the valuable volumes. After moves in 1917 

to expanded quarters in the new Church Administration Building across the street and in 1972 to the 

Church Office Building, the records are now located in the Church History Library which opened in 2009. 

The old Historian’s Office was replaced in 1925 by an office building. 

25. APOSTLE GEORGE A. SMITH. George Albert Smith, son of Patriarch John Smith, and a cousin 

of the Prophet Joseph, was born in Potsdam, New York. In 1832 the Prophet Joseph visited his home and 

George was baptized on 10 Sep 1832. Soon after, he left with his parents for Kirtland, Ohio. From 1836 

to 1839 he traveled 4,500 miles doing missionary work. In April 1839 he was ordained one of the Twelve 

Apostles and in September started for England. In 1841 he married Bathsheba W. Bigler. In the summer 

and fall of 1843, he traveled about 6,000 miles, preaching in the middle and eastern States. 

In Utah, Smith was a legislator, school teacher, lawyer, military leader and settler of southern Utah. St. 

George was named in his honor. Smith was a portly man, at 5 feet 10 inches and at least 250 pounds. He 

was humorously known for sometimes removing his wig to wipe his brow while preaching. After seeing 

him remove his hair, glasses, and false teeth, Paiutes gave him the name Non-choko-wicher, or man who 

"takes himself apart". 
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At the October Conference in 1868 he was appointed to succeed the late President Heber C. Kimball, as 

first counselor to President Brigham Young.  

26. GARDO HOUSE. Brigham Young perceived a need for a place where he could receive official 

callers and entertain the dignitaries who traveled great distances to see him. Joseph Ridges, designer and 

builder of the original Salt Lake Tabernacle organ, and William H. Folsom, Young's father-in-law, 

worked together to draw the plans and superintend the construction, between 1873 and 1883. The 

foundation and basement were made of granite. The exterior walls were of 2 x 6 studs infilled with adobe 

bricks, with lath and plaster on the inside and two layers of lath and stucco on the outside. The interior 

woodwork, which included a spiral staircase, paneling, and decorative trim, was carved in black walnut 

by local artists. Elegant furnishings, paintings by local artists, and mirrors imported from Europe graced 

all the rooms. Cost estimates ranged between $30 - $50,000 dollars. Brigham Young never lived to see 

the completed mansion; he died on August 29, 1877. 

John Taylor succeeded Young as church president, but refused to occupy the home, until church members 

unanimously voted on April 9, 1879, to make the Gardo House the official parsonage for LDS Church 

presidents, Taylor reluctantly accepted their decision. Efforts by federal marshals in 1885 to apprehend 

Taylor on polygamy charges forced Taylor into hiding away from the Gardo House, though family 

members continued to occupy the home. After his death two years later, President Wilford Woodruff, also 

hunted as a polygamist, kept an office in the Gardo house, but did not reside there. Under the Edmunds-

Tucker Act of 1887, Church property was seized by the federal government. Unable to convince the 

government that the Gardo House was a religious parsonage, the Church was forced to pay over $28,000 

in rental fees between 1887-1891 for the use of its own property at $450 monthly rent. 

In January 1892 the Gardo House was leased to the Keeley Institute, an organization founded in 1880 for 

the treatment of alcohol and drug addiction, for $200 per month. The Keeley institute left by August of 

the following year, after causing $2,000 in damages to the building. 

Isaac Trumbo and his wife were the next occupants. Trumbo had been born in Utah Territory and moved 

to California as a young man. He helped Utah in its struggle for statehood and spent $17,000 upgrading 

the contents and furnishings, but left unhappy when he was not voted into public office. 

Alfred and Elizabeth McCune, then rented the Gardo House for a couple of years at $150 per month, 

while their mansion (seen earlier in this tour) was being built. 

The church, heavily in debt from the Edmunds-Tucker Act, decided to sell the Gardo House to Colonel 

Edwin F. Holmes and his wife, Susanna Bransford Emery Holmes, who was famous as Utah's "Silver 

Queen,"at the sacrificial price of $46,000. Susanna, or Susie, as she was known by friends, had come by 

her fortune through investments in Park City's Mayflower and Silver King mines. 

The couple spent lavishly on the home, filling it with art and elaborate furnishings, and were local society 

leaders for well over a decade. During the years immediately preceding World War I, they began 

spending more and more of their time at their California home, near Pasadena. In June 1917 the Holmeses 

had decided to sell the Gardo House and move their treasures to California. Rather than sell the home, the 

Holmeses offered it to the Red Cross for the duration of the war. 

At the end of the war, the Holmeses resumed their efforts to find a buyer for the house, and on March 20, 

1920, the LDS church bought it for $100,000. The church intended to use the mansion to house the LDS 

School of Music, which included piano, vocal, and wind departments, served as a training ground for the 

Tabernacle Choir. However, during the next few months, the church received a purchase offer from the 

Federal Reserve Bank. The bank, outgrowing its quarters in the Deseret Bank Building, paid $115,000. 

To make room for the new Federal Reserve Bank, the Gardo House was demolished in November 1921. 

The bank later moved a block south (see tour). Eagle Gate Tower was built on the site, but was renamed 

“World Trade Center at City Creek” in May 2012 to increase visibility in the global marketplace. 
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About 1853, N. G. Morgan & R.W. Andersen Research 1871-2 (County Records) 

  

 

  


