
2026 09 17
MTAWU EXECUTIVE STAFF MEETING MINUTES
ATTENDING TOM & LINDA GRIGGS, DAVID DAY, TERRY WELCH, CLINT UDY, JONATHAN BROWING, LAURA & CRAIG ANDERSON
Conducting: Jonathan Browning
PRAYER: Terry Welch
Pioneer Story: Terry talked about how the Church Public Affairs Department worked behind the scenes at the reenactment in 1996.
 Finances and Donations (Laura Anderson) REI donated $18,600 to The National Mormon Trails Association. We want to use some of that for RootsTech next year. We can ask the Board of the MTAWU for suggestions ono projects to present to the NMTA for funding. Do we want the money for marking the trail through Salt Lake City? The National Park Service could provide the signage and MTAWU could apply for money to hire someone to put them up. Do we want a committee formed for this? Our Web page needs to reflect our National Trails Day activity in Southern Utah. We have a little over $6,000 in our checking account.
Newsletter Update Aspen did a wonderful job on the last newsletter. Linda will be taking over that role as well as the membership list. November will see the next newsletter. Please send any articles to Linda or Laura.
 Ideas for the next newsletter: Report on the upcoming excursion. Clint will do the President’s Message. It was suggested that we should include interactions between Mormons and non-Mormons on the trail.  Clint can get ideas by looking into the Vanguard Company as well as other stories. 
2026 Trail Excursions 
1)Recommendations for new trail lead: Tyler Endsley needs to bow out, so we need names of anyone who can help us here.
2)Friday – We meet in St. George @ 6:30pm at the Tabernacle, Lauren Webb will be our guide. 
3)Saturday – We meet in Hurrican, Utah and will travel to Pipe Springs, Arizona. Meet at 9:30 in Hurrican at the edge of the park at the Pioneer Museum. Rangers will be our guide. We have sent out the John Peterson presentation on Pipe Springs to everyone. 
Upcoming general membership meetings (Joel Richards) 
 October 15th Speaker/Presenter could be Andy McCarther. Yes he has agreed to do it. He is the son of Daniel D. McCarther and his story of the trails. He was asked to be in charge of the 2nd handcart company and then he settled St. George. Pres. Lorenzo Snow’s tithing revelation was given in his home. 
Potential Future Presenters/Speakers – Steve Rizley: Southern Trail. Andrew Olsen: “The Price We Paid.” Devan Jensen (executive editor – BYU Religious Studies Center): Brigham Young Express and Carrying Company – “Y. X. Company.” Zander Sturgill: Relationships etween the settlers and the native people. 
 BYU interns to help with website and social media platforms. We need them to help advertise our presentations. Jonathan will ask Diane Schultz about it.  
 MTAWU Patch for RootsTech – Could we put some of these together for a raffle? We’ll get the Board’s opinion on which one to use.
Next Board meeting: Thursday, October 22nd @ 7 pm.  Jonathan can get prices on making the patches. Tom knows people at SymbolArts who made patches for the Battalion.  
We need people to help set up on March 3rd for RootsTech.
OCTA will have a Spring Symposium at the Visitors Center in Omaha, Nebraska on the 11th, 12th, and 13th of April. The National Mormon Trails Association is co-sponsoring this event. OCTA has a block of rooms at the Marriot Fairfield. 
